The Dignity of Man

God the Father, Supreme Architect of the Universe, built this home, this universe we see all
around us, a venerable temple of his godhead, through the sublime laws of his ineffable
Mind. The expanse above the heavens he decorated with Intelligences, the spheres of heaven
with living, eternal souls. The scabrous and dirty lower worlds he filled with animals of
every kind. However, when the work was finished, the Great Artisan desired that there be
some creature to think on the plan of his great work, and love its infinite beauty, and stand
in awe at its immenseness. Therefore, when all was finished, as Moses and Timaeus tell us,
He began to think about the creation of man. But he had no Archetype from which to
fashion some new child, nor could he find in his vast treasure-houses anything which He
might give to His new son, nor did the universe contain a single place from which the whole
of creation might be surveyed. All was perfected, all created things stood in their proper
place, the highest things in the highest places, the midmost things in the midmost places,
and the lowest things in the lowest places...

Finally, the Great Artisan mandated that this creature who would receive nothing proper to
himself shall have joint possession of whatever nature had been given to any other creature.
He made man a creature of indeterminate and indifferent nature, and, placing him in the
middle of the world, said to him “Adam, we give you no fixed place to live, no form that is
peculiar to you, nor any function that is yours alone. According to your desires and
judgement, you will have and possess whatever place to live, whatever form, and whatever
functions you yourself choose. All other things have a limited and fixed nature prescribed
and bounded by Our laws. You, with no limit or no bound, may choose for yourself the
limits and bounds of your nature. We have placed you at the world’s center so that you
may survey everything else in the world. We have made you neither of heavenly nor of
earthly stuff, neither mortal nor immortal, so that with free choice and dignity, you may
fashion yourself into whatever form you choose. To you is granted the power of degrading
yourself into the lower forms of life, the beasts, and to you is granted the power, contained
in your intellect and judgement, to be reborn into the higher forms, the divine.”

Imagine! The great generosity of God! The happiness of man! To man it is allowed to be
whatever he chooses to be!.. Whatever seeds each man sows and cultivates will grow and
bear him their proper fruit. If these seeds are vegetative, he will be like a plant. If these
seeds are sensitive, he will be like an animal. If these seeds are intellectual, he will be an
angel and the son of God. And if, satisfied with no created thing, he removes himself to the
center of his own unity, his spiritual soul, united with God, alone in the darkness of God,
who is above all things, he will surpass every created thing. Who could not help but admire
this great shape-shifter?
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