Ihe Void

But yet creation’s neither crammed nor blocked
About by body: there is in things a void...

For were it not, things could in nowise move;

Since body’s property to block and check

Would work on all and at all times the same.

Thus naught could evermore push forth and go,
Since naught elsewhere would yield a starting place.
But now through oceans, lands, and heights of heaven
By diverse causes and in diverse modes,

Before our eyes we mark how much may move,
Which, finding not a void, would fail deprived

Of stir and motion; nay, would then have been
Nowise begot at all, since matter, then,

Had stayed at rest, its parts together crammed.
Then too, however solid objects seem,

They yet are formed of matter mixed with void:

In rocks and caves the watery moisture seeps,

And beady drops stand out like plenteous tears;
And food finds way through every frame that lives;
The trees increase and yield the season’s fruit
Because their food throughout the whole is poured,
Even from the deepest roots, through trunks and boughs;
And voices pass the solid walls and fly
Reverberant through shut doorways of a house;
And stiffening frost seeps inward to our bones.
Which but for voids for bodies to go through

‘Tis clear could happen in nowise at all.

Again, why see we among objects some

Of heavier weight, but of no bulkier size:

Indeed, if in a ball of wool there be

As much of body as in lump of lead,

The two should weigh alike, since body tends

To load things downward, while the void abides,
By contrary nature, the imponderable.

Therefore, an object just as large but lighter
Declares infallibly it's more of void;

Even as the heavier more of matter shows,

And how much less of vacant room inside.

from Lucretius, On the Nature of Things 1.329-367 (trans. W E Leonard)



